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NATIONAL FARM RADIO FORUM 


Late this fall the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, in co-operation with the 
Canadian Association for Adult Education and the Canadian Federation of Agriculture, 
will present Farm Radio Forum on a national scale. This series of a dozen weekly 
half-hour broadcasts will be directed to thousands of rural listening groups across 
Canada. The technique will be the same as that outlined in the pages of this 
publication. 





Farm Radio Forum will be split into two sections with six broadcasts before 
Christmas and six afterwards. Subject matter of the broadcasts will embrace current 
agricultural problems, both social and economic. 


O. J. W. SHUGG NEIL M. MORRISON 


Supervisor of CBC Farm Broadcasts Farm Broadcast Department econ- 
and co-author of Farm Forum scripts. omist who is doing the field work 


Writing and production of Farm instructing rural organizations how 
Radio Forum Broadcasts is the CBC’s to set up listening groups. Mr. 


contribution to the project. Morrison is co-author of Farm Forum. 


Watch for announcements about 


NATIONAL FARM RADIO FORUM 








FARMERS AIR THEIR PROBLEMS 


An Experiment in Rural Adult Education 


I. ORIGIN OF THE FARM RADIO FORUM 


«N] NW look here, Dad . . . don’t be trying 
to pull the wool over my eyes. You 
w darn well a young fellow starting into 
chance as well, he hasn’t hardly a 

nce at all to make a go of it.” It was Don 
He was in the midst of an 
ument with his Mother and Father in the 
ing room of their Sunnyridge farm home 


hards talking. 


evening along about the end of January 
winter. Don had just announced that he 
nded to leave the farm shortly to get a job 
a mechanic in a factory. His parents, sur- 
ised, anxious and hurt, were trying to per- 
ide him that he should stay on the farm. 

Don was pretty sceptical, and just a bit 
nical. “‘Maybe right . but it 


ks to me as if everybody else in the world 


you're 


good times before it gets to the farmer. 
it's why I want to learn the machine trade 


(hat wasn’t the end of the argument by any 
Don had 
He was determined that it was high 

he left the farm, in spite of his parents’ 
hes and protests. He 
led him and that they hated to see him go, 
he didn’t like leaving himself, but he'd 


1 
} 


ns for Richards made up his 


knew his parents 


at the question from all sides, and he 
ply couldn’t see any future in farming for 

And Don 
hards wasn’t alone in this feeling. Scenes 
ilar to that described above, taken from the 


ung fellow of twenty-seven. 


Radio Forum programme broadcast in 
tern Canada by the C.B.C. on January 
1941, have probably occurred in count- 
farm homes, not only in Eastern Canada 


also in the West. Certainly farm boys 


have been leaving the country districts by the 
And the 


shortage of farm labour faced by the farmers 


hundreds during the past two years. 


of “Sunnyridge” is just one of the many serious 
problems facing farmers throughout Canada. 
A responsible farm leader has recently declared 
that “economic conditions are driving people 
from the land.” 

The “Sunnyridge” Folk. It 


economic conditions, 


was these 
and the many urgent 
problems that arise from them, that the Sunny- 
ridge farm people discussed in the series of 
broadcasts presented over the Eastern network 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation for 
twelve weeks beginning January 21st, 1941. 
They included problems of production, market- 
ing, farm prices, costs, taxes, mortgages; 
problems of health, education and community 
life. These problems are identical with those 
with which farmers throughout Eastern Canada 
are concerned in real life today. Thousands 
of such farmers listened every Tuesday night, 
as the Sunnyridge folk tried to get the facts 
about the farm situation and to find a way out. 

Thousands of farmers (and of city dwellers 
too) came to know and to like the characters 
of Sunnyridge—the kindly, philosophical Old 
Timer who knew everybody in the district and 
looked at problems from the vantage-point of 
his long years of farming experience; Eric 
Anderson, the Dane, who delighted in pulling 
everyone's leg and who saw the serious side of 
Danish co-operative back- 
ground, of course—as well as the humorous; 


things—from a 


*This Report was prepared and written by Neil 
M. Morrison, with the assistance of Orville 


Harman and Gordon Adamson. 


Shugg, 
Leonard 


Th rce 





Martin Burney, the earnest, progressive young 


discussion-group leader; Warden Patterson, a 
successful farmer of the older generation, a bit 
conservative perhaps, but a sound man; Mrs. 
Armitage, an intelligent, well-informed farm 
woman and a leader of good causes in the com- 
munity; Mrs. Richards, who also has a family 
of her own, and expressed her righteous indig- 
nation about farm conditions in no uncertain 
terms; George Powell, intelligent, argumenta- 
tive, an honest farmer who knows the troubles 
a man has looking after taxes and mortgages— 
and doesn’t like them; the kindly, hard-work- 
ing Doctor, and all the rest. These people 
became familiar friends whose experiences and 
discussions were listened to, not only with en- 


joyment but with understanding, and with 


sympathy. For the problems of Sunnyridge 
were the problems of rural Canada; and the 
Sunnyridge community became a vehicle which 
lifted these problems into the public view, and 
dramatically presented them as the concern not 
only of the rural people themselves but also of 
all Canadian citizens. The Sunnyridge folk 
were the centre of the Farm Radio Forum, an 
important experiment in adult education, in 
which many organizations and individuals co- 
operated, 
but the 


and which used not only the radio 
press, and other instruments of edu- 
cation and organization. 

results of 
Be- 


tween 375 and 400 groups were registered 


A Successful Experiment. The 
the Farm Radio Forum were striking. 
irganized local ferums meeting weekly from 
the middle of January until the beginning of 
\pril in Ontario, Quebec and the Maritimes. 
These forums, ranging from five to fifty people 
each, enlisted a total of over 5,000 farm people 

study and discussion activities. In addition, 


were an unknown number of unorganized 


there g% 
groups meeting, and a very large regular listen- 
ng audience of individuals and_ families 

ughout the whole of rural Eastern Canada, 
nd in the cities and towns as well. 

\s an example of the effectiveness of the 
project, the broadcast on rural health, entitled 
“You Can't Afford to be Sick” is possibly the 

\s a 


Ls 


result of this broadcast 


(the sixth in the series), and of the discussj 
afterwards in the local forums, great inte: 
in the rural health problem was aroused. P 
lic meetings were called to consider the ques 
of a municipal doctor, committees 
appointed to consult with the municipal cou 
about health services, health inspection 
The H 
George Hoadley, Director of the Divisio: 
Health 


National Committee for Mental Hygien 


schools was checked up, and so on. 


the Distribution of Services of 


been working on the question of rural lh 


West a 


was keenly interested in 


for many years both in the 


Ontario, and 
Radio Forums. 


this 


progress of the Farm 


summary of the results of broadcast 


worth quoting: 


“During the past four months I have had 
centrated series of meetings in rural Ontario; ai 
new among the 


enthusiasm people, in wishi 


tackle their own problems, is the most hopeful 


i 


I have encountered in Canada since I can 
For this, I have no hesitation in saying the cr 
The effect on 1 


at this difficult point in our history is unquest 


greatly due to these broadcasts. 


I have before me the reports from 25 Ontario 
from the listening groups, as a result of one 
cast alone—the one on Health of February 25t! 
the one in which, naturally, I was most kee 
terested. Ever since commencing this Health S: 
in which the 

f the people themselves might be canvassed 


I have wished for some way 


new type of broadcasting has brought this 

the needs of the rural people in public 
are clearly demonstrated; their “inability t 
and they are almost unanimous as to how 
themselves. This last 


solve the problem 


“healthiest” sign, as I have indicated above, 
can discover in a democracy. But without the 
Forums, these things would not have been dis 
Farmers in a State of Crisis. 

accounts for the success of this project? V 
is the explanation for the interest that has | 
displayed by the farm people in study and 
cussion? Undoubtedly need explains 
large measure. For the past ten years or 1 
the position of Canadian agriculture has 
deteriorating. No one disputes the fact 

economic conditions have been bad for the g: 


majority of farmers. One figure from a 
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idle for the Rowell-Sirois Commission’ is 
fficient to indicate the tragic plight of Cana- 
an farmers; the average net cash income per 
rm in Canada for the eight years from 1930 
1937 inclusive was only $269. 
[hat insignificant sum represents the pur- 
ising power available to the average farm 
ily during those years. ‘When the present 
- started agriculture was in a depressed state 
This 


sparity has continued practically unchanged. 


farm prices disproportionately low. 


rm prices at the present time would have to 
raised approximately 25% in general to 
lge the gap which now exists, without any 


taking place in prices of manufactured 


] 2 


\Vhen these facts are kept in mind, it is easy 
understand why farmers, had almost reached 

boiling point. This was the setting in 
‘ich the Farm Radio Forum was introduced. 
ph Burton, one of the most active and effec- 
e of the field organizers, working in a com- 
ratively well-to-do Ontario county, described 

situation and the achieved 


results very 


rly. 
\s an organizer in Oxford County, I wish to 


ress my appreciation of the services rendered to 
CBC in 
have been interested in rural 


people through the connection with 
im Broadcasts. I 
education for years and have never had more 
fair success. This winter the response has been 
better. 
fact that the 
me kind of 


vision 


at deal This is partly due probably to 


farmers are in a mood this winter 
action. It is 


very fortunate that 


was made for the type of education the 


and farm leaders organized. 


nt 


It prevented farm 
ent running wild and doing more harm than 


D 


Rather, it has channelled farm discontent into 


of farm problems and possibility of sane action 


rmers for themselves.” 


Beginnings. The Farm Radio Forum 
ject was planned and presented jointly by 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and 
Canadian Association for Adult Education. 
her organizations shared 


and individuals 


tively in the work of the project, so that it 
National 
ssion on Dominion-Provincial Relations. 
Monthly Crop Ontario 


ulture, January, 


Income. Appendix 4, Report of Royal 
Report, 


1941. 


Department of 


was truly a co-operative endeavour. Although 
the radio broadcasts naturally attracted the 
most attention they were by no means the 
whole show. Without the pamphlets and other 
study material, without the promotional activ- 
ity, without the organizational work, the broad- 
casts alone would have had little effect. It was 
the combination of methods and the co-opera- 
tion of different agencies that resulted in the 
Farm Radio Forum having the impact it did 
on rural life in Eastern Canada. 

There were two main aspects to the project ; 
the broadcasts and the supplementary study 
material. 
C.B.C. and the latter by the Canadian Asso- 
ciation for Adult Education and Macdonald 
College. [ 


The former were provided by the 
] \ 


During the winter and spring of 
1940, Dr. W. H. Brittain, Vice-Principal of 
Macdonald College, undertook to prepare a 
series of study pamphlets dealing with the eco- 
nomic problems of Canadian agriculture. He 
enlisted the assistance of a number of econo- 
mists and others interested in farm problems, 
to help him prepare the basic material for these 
The granch of the 
Dominion Department of Agriculture, under 
the direction of Dr. J. F. par- 


ticularly helpful in this work, various members 


outlines. Economics 


300th, was 
of the staff preparing outlines and assisting 
with their advice and criticism. These pamph- 
lets, sixteen in number, were designed to make 
available for rural study groups not only ques- 
tions for discussion, but also sufficient factual 
and reference material, to enable them to dis- 
cuss any particular economic problem in an 
informed and critical manner. Previously 
little Canadian study 
material available on farm problems. The 


ae 


there had been very 


Canadian Farm Problems” series attempted 


to deal with the economic problems of farming 
in such a fashion that they could be used by 
groups throughout the whole country. The 
Farm Radio Forum broadcasts were planned 
in such a way as to use this series of pamphlets 
as supplementary study material for the listen- 
ing groups. The pamphlets were also drawn 
on heavily as source material for preparing the 
radio scripts. 
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The Farm 
Forum grew out of work that had already been 
the field of radio education. In the 
summer of 1939, Dr. E. A. Corbett, Director 
of the Canadian Association for Adult [duca- 


Previous Experience. Radio 


done in 


tion, proposed to the General Manager of the 
CBC that the Association and the Corporation 
should undertake a special joint project to in- 
vestigate the possibilities of listening group 
work in Canada and to carry further some 
preliminary work that had already been started 
in this field. Money was made available for 
this purpose and Neil Morrison was employed 
jointly by both organizations to do this work. 
Mr. Morrison worked under the direction of 
Dr. Corbett, and of Donald W. Buchanan, who 
was then Supervisor of Public Affairs Broad- 
casts for the CBC. 


series of broadcasts on Co-operation which was 


The first project was a 


planned and presented as a listening group 
series. These broadcasts were straight inter- 
views or discussions. Study material was pre 
pared for each broadcast and mailed to al! 
that 


fairly conclusively that 


groups registered. The results proved 
the listening group 
method could be employed successfully in Can- 
ada as an instrument of adult education. 

While the Co-operation series was still in 
operation, another experiment was begun. This 
was called “Community Clinic.” It was a series 
of twelve broadcasts presented regionally in 
(uebec by the CBC in co-operation with the 
McGill Rural Extension Service. This carried 
the development of the work one step further 
by using the radio directly for the development 
of a broad programme of rural study group 
activity in one region. 

These broadcasts, dealing with a variety of 
farm problems, used different techniques but 
were mainly in the form of prepared dialogues. 
They stirred up a great deal of discussion, not 
only in the listening groups, but among Quebec 
farm people generally. It was directly as a 
result of the experience gained in the “Com- 
munity Clinic” that the educational project 
which developed into the Farm Radio Forum 
was proposed a year ago. 

Basic Principles. The main lines on which 


the project was planned can be stated briefly. 


1. To be most effective a listening ¢1 
programme should be co-ordinated as closely 
as possible with the general adult educati:; 
work already being carried on in the rural 
areas of any particular province, or region. | 
was planned to do this by: 

(a) making each region responsible for p: 
motional work, organization and registrati 
of groups, distribution of study material 
handling correspondence, thus enabling them to 
relate the series more closely to their « 
work; 

(b) having each regional, or provincial, off 
provide additional mimeographed material 
the form of news letters, etc.—dealing with 1! 
special problems of that region; 

(c) arranging a five-minute regional cut-; 
on the broadcast with a speaker for each regi 
relating the broadcasts more closely to the loca! 
situation through news of group activity, ad 
tional facts and ideas, etc. 

2. The strength of the method lies in 
combination of the spoken and written wo 
the two together being more effective th 
either alone. The broadcasts would serve 
catch people’s attention and stimulate inte: 
and discussion, while the pamphlets would pro- 
vide the necessary 
material. 


intellectual backgro: 

3. It was agreed in advance that the bri 
casts must be non-academic and down-to-eart! 
It was hoped that such a series, while bei 
planned for and directed to farmers, would als 
serve to enlighten city people concerning far 
conditions and problems. 

4. A responsibility was 
recognized. The broadcasting corporation was 


clear division of 
to plan and produce the radio program: 
while the work of preparing study material and 
organizing and directing the activities of groups 
was to be the responsibility of the co-operating 
farm and educational organizations. 

5. In recent years there has been a shift 
emphasis in rural education in Canada. Unt! 
recently the stress has been laid more on teacl- 


ing scientific methods and improving farm pr 


I 


duction. But the pressing problems of far 


ing now are those connected with marketing, 


distribution, farm income and_ social or- 
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nization. Farm leaders and Departments of 
\griculture have been increasingly recognizing 

importance of this side of agricultural edu- 
Similarly, the p'an for agricultural 
sroadeasting in Canada towards which O. J. W. 
Shugg, Supervisor of Farm Broadcasts, had 


ition. 


en working for the two preceding years, in- 
cluded these two aspects. On the one hand, 
establishment of a regular broadcast service, 
roviding production and marketing informa- 
n and data, and on the other hand, the de- 
lopment of the educational side dealing with 
broader social and economic problems of 
rm life. 
6. Finally, the aim of the project was clearly 
fined. To quote from the minutes of a com- 
ttee meeting held six months before the be- 
ning of the series: 
‘It was agreed that the aim of the series is 
make people face their problems. It would 
unwise to assume that people are merely 
eptive and asking for an advisory service of 
is kind. We should not tell people what they 


Il. 


The Function of the Broadcast. 
the 


um project, the broadcast itself functioned 


Within 


complete structure of Farm Radio 


| spark-plug. 


In reality, the broadcast pro- 
the hot, sharp spark of information that 
ff the thinking of some thousands of farm- 
gathered in listening groups throughout 
tern Canada. The responsibility for the 
uleasts was directly in the hands of Orville 
Neil the CBC Pro- 
nme Division, who not only coordinated the 


hugg and Morrison of 
project but also wrote the scripts them- 
the 
until he 
the CBC in 


The broadcasts were designed to 


In the preparatory work 


D. W. 


pt sition 


stages 
supervised by Buchanan 
ned his with 
ember. 
ree things: 

Present 
material. 
uch material into terms that would 


imagination and interest of farm 


listening groups 


of five eastern provinces. 


ought to do, but rather it is important to let 


them find out for themselves what needs to 


be done. An attempt should be made to make 
them realize that they must assume responsi- 
Inlity and take action themselves towards a 
solution of the problems facing them.” 

The titles and dates of the broadcasts in the 
Farm Radio Forum series were: 


21: 


January 28: 


January The Good Old Days. 
Are There Too Many Farmers? 
Can We Pay Off Our Mort- 


gages? 


February 18: 


Should Farmers Grow More? 
You Can’t Afford To Be Sick. 
Hand Sickle or 
bine ? 
Cutting Costs. 


February 
February 
March Harvest Com- 
March 
March From Producer to Consumer 
How? 
March There Ought To Be a Law. 
April : Learning Isn’t a Luxury, 
April : Let’s Get 
Something. 


Together and Do 


RADIO ORGANIZATION AND METHODS 


Creation of the Broadcast. It was perhaps 


natural that the radio men involved leaned to- 


ward the use of the properties of professional 


radio. (They knew well enough the powerful 
uses to which actors and characterization could 


be put.) 


They knew also the extreme neces- 
sity for authentic characterization if a farm 
community were to be used as the locale of 
the scripts. Without exception, farmers are the 
most critical group of radio listeners when it 
comes to broadcasts depicting farm life in any 


phase. 


The primary characters of the Sunnyridge 
group were created to represent different types 
of people and points-of-view common to most 
farm communities. Several secondary charac- 
ers were also introduced from time to time to 
help round out the presentation of some par- 
ticular problem. The Old Timer was used as 
narrator to give the setting of the different 


scenes, to tie them together and to sum up. 
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General Remarks Regarding Writing and 
Production. “Men of the Soil”, a Danish 
folk-song with inspiring words and real rural 
This 
immediately caught on with those unfamiliar 
with it. 


spirit, was chosen as the theme. song 
3efore the series was out, listening 
groups in the country were singing the words 
with the radio. The use of this song right at 
the beginning made the groups feel that they 
were really participating in the project. 

the emotional 
element as well as the intellectual was kept in 
mind. 


In writing the broadcasts 
The first scene supplied the emotional 
lift to the broadcast by dramatizing some inci- 
dent from the struggles of farm people attempt- 
ing to meet their own personal farm problems. 
Usually a family group was used and the story 
was told in such a way that it struck home with 
the listening farm men and women by parallel- 
ing their own experiences. Scene 2 always 
faded into the Sunnyridge discussion just as 
it was getting under way. The discussion was 
written so that listening groups would have 
before them a fairly good example of a well- 
handled group. While the two 
appearances of the Old Timer and Scene I 
served to present some of the factual material, 
most of it usually fell into the arguments and 
discussion in Scene 2. 


discussion 


Practical examples were 
used as much as possible. With approximately 
13 minutes in the second scene for the discus- 
sion of a fairly large problem, the difficulties 
may be readily appreciated. The pace of the 
arguments had to be natural and not too in- 
volved if listeners were to understand. There 


had to be life in the speeches and yet not 


enough to overshadow the subject matter. 
Throughout the series, Scene 2 of each broad- 
cast sought to present clearly two or three 
major factors bearing on the problem under 
discussion. It was felt that two or three points 
well made were worth half a dozen sketchily 
touched. 


Writing of Farm Radio Forum scripts turn 
out to be a two-man job, and the success of ¢! 
series from a radio point of view was direct 
traceable to the combination of writers involved 
In the first place, the characterization had 
be true to rural life and speech. In the seco: 
place, but no less important, the economics | 
to be sound. It so happened in this case 1! 
one writer had the practical farm experie: 
to make the dialogue authentic; the other, 
specialist in economics, was able to protect t! 
angle in its intricacies. Both writers co-ope: 
ed in writing and polishing the scripts for 
broadcast. One of the best tributes paid 
authenticity of the script was by listening far 
ers who said the Sunnyridge folks “talk jus: 
like us”. And for that achievement a great 
deal of the credit must go to the radio pro 
ducers and actors. 


Farm Forum News. The last five minuic- 
of the half-hour broadcast was devoted 
report from the secretary, or representative 
sach regional project. That is, simultaneous! 
listeners in Ontario, Quebec and the Mariti: 
Provinces were hearing a talk by one of t! 
own people. The period was used different! 
in the three regions. In Ontario every wee! 
Leonard Harman, secretary of the project, p 
sented news of forum activities and a summa 
In Quel 
Dr, W. H. Brittain gave a weekly talk relating 


ized report of the forum findings. 


the broadcast to conditions in Quebec and suy 
gesting ways in which farmers could take st 

to help solve their problems themselves. [: 
the Maritimes the talks were allotted to each 
province in turn and were used by farm leaders 
to interpret the particular problem under (is 
cussion in the light of Maritime condition: 
This provided an opportunity for Mariti: 
farmers to hear their problems discussed 
their own leaders. 
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ill. 
(A) In 


In this province Radio Forums were spon- 
sored by the Ontario Federation of Agricul- 
ture, with assistance from the Ontario Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. The Ontario Govern- 

ent made available a special grant of $1000 

help finance the organization of groups 
hroughout the province, 


Promotion. Radio and press were used for 
eeneral publicity, and 5000 leaflets were sent 
to the local leaders of various organizations. It 
was decided to use special field organizers as 
widely as possible and $200 of the grant from 

e Ontario Government was used for grants 

’ $20 each to cover the travelling expenses of 
these organizers. The United Farmers of On- 
tario made similar grants amounting to $140 

nd various county federations of agriculture 

ade grants for field their 
counties. Many of these field organizers were 
chosen in consultation with Agricultural Repre- 
sentatives. 


organizers in 


The organizers were selected on 
the basis of their experience and ability in 
organizational and educational work and for 
their contacts districts. They 
were all local farm people, most of whom de- 
voted all the time they could to the project 


carrying on their regular farm work. 


in their own 


Most of the organizers were young people who 
were very keenly interested in promoting rural 
lucation and who did very effective work. 
Their activity was directed by the Secretary 
f the Ontario project, and they reported week- 

to him, It is safe to say that nearly all the 
iorums were organized through personal con- 
tact by the field organizers or by the Ontario 
Secretary. The whole organization in Ontario 
lepended on the work of the Ontario Secre- 
tary, Leonard Harman, and the office he 
rganized for the purpose. Much of the credit 
rr the success of the venture in Ontario is 
lue to his energetic work and capable leader- 
ship. Mr. Harman’s services were made avail- 
able by the United Farmers of Ontario by 
whom he is employed as educational secretary. 


FORUM ORGANIZATION AND METHODS 


Ontario 


Number of Forums. Over 450 names were 
registered at the Provincial Office as secretaries 
of actual or intended local Forums but some 
of these represented simply interested individ- 
uals with good intentions and others were 
groups that never functioned properly. Reports 
of meetings in local farm communities were 
received from 219 secretaries; 171 of these re- 
ported meetings to discuss a majority of the 
broadcasts. In addition to the groups report- 
ing to the Secretary there were undoubtedly 
many sporadic and unorganized groups meeting 
from time to time. 

Since attendance at each forum 
averaged 16 people, there were well over 3000 
people engaged in organized weekly discussion 
throughout Ontario. Four-fifths of the forums 
were in the nine counties of Oxford, Huron, 
Lincoln, York, Waterloo, Hastings, 
Peterboro and Halton; the remainder were 
scattered through 22 other counties. Oxford 
was the only county heavily organized, having 
39 forums reporting regularly. 

The size of the forums varied greatly, rang- 
ing from four or five people in a home to 50 
or 60 in a hall or school-house. The ideal 
forum appears to be one of 20 or 25 men, 
women and young people meeting in a farm 
home and drawn from the families of the im- 
mediate neighbourhood. 


meeting 


Grey, 


One of the best for- 
ums sometimes had all the people living within 
two miles from, perhaps, ten farms. The forums, 
when well organized, were able to compete 
successfully with such other evening attractions 
as hockey matches. The majority of the attend- 
ance appeared to be by younger married people 
and a few older ones. A few young people’s 
organizations took part in a body, and even 
some boys and girls of 12 years participated. 
The forums represented a cross-section of the 
rural community with the centre of gravity 
located among the younger people. 


Method of Operation. Meeting to listen 
to a radio programme was a new experience to 
nearly all communities. 


Most of the people 
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probably had not even listened systematically 


to educational programmes as_ individuals. 
Moreover, most of the communities had not 
previously attempted organized discussion by 
Nearly all the 


meetings with an attendance of over ten people 


forming groups. successful 
formed small groups of about seven people each 
for part of the evening. In order to ensure 
successful meetings a detailed outline of pro- 
cedure for each weekly meeting was suggested 
for all groups to follow. This outline was sent 
out to local forums to arrive in time so that 
plans for leadership might be made a week in 
advance. (See sample outline reprinted at end 
of this report.) 

In addition to the outline each forum was 
mailed weekly one or more pamphlets of the 
Canadian Farm Problems Series related to that 
particular back- 
ground material and further questions for dis- 


broadcast, which contained 


cussion ; a recreation sheet ; a report form; and 


other material almost 


supplementary every 


week. A collection of ten cents was taken dur- 


ing the series from each person in attendance, 
to cover the cost of the pamphlets. All forums 
reported that they used the discussion outline 
to some extent at least and half of them used 
the recreation sheet as well. 

Each week the Forums reported the results 


} 


of their discussion on the forms provided. 


These reports, averaging over 150 a week, wer« 
read carefully by 


Leonard Harman, and the 


ideas of the groups presented in summarized 
form during his five-minute talk at the end 
each broadcast. This five-minute period 
evidently appreciated by the groups. It in- 
formed them about the activities and ideas 
other groups. It gave the forums the sens 
being part of a movement of people engag 
in an important task and it acted as a trul 
democratic forum for the opinions of the farm 
people themselves. From the reports it 
possible to judge whether or not the broadcast 
were doing an effective job, and the progr 
being made by the local forums themsely: 
The reports also served to provide a focus a1 
a definite purpose for the discussion. 


Farm Forum Conference. The work 
the forum for three months culminated 
Conference held at the University of Toront 
on April 4th. 


from the Ontario Radio Forums attended, ma: 


Two hundred and fifty pe 


coming more than 100 miles, all at their 
Health, Ed 
cation, Marketing and the Federation of Ag: 


expense. Forums were held on 
culture and reports were presented from « 
section. The main address in the evening 
given by Dr. W. H. Brittain, and brief talk: 
by Dr. E. A. Corbett, Neil Morrison 
Orville Shugg. The Conference was 

mous in its dedication to building far 
co-operative organization on an _ educat 


asls. 


B) In Quebec 


, inc f Ouebec thi ect w: 
Province of Quebec this project was 
‘ed by the Rural Adult 


an extension department of McGill 


Education Ser 
Uni- 
operated through MacDonald College 
Foundation Grant, and under 
irection of Dr. W. H. 
lly by a grant 
The 


organized 


arnegie 


The pr 


Grittain. 
from 
Agriculture. Rural 


has 


act 
past 
i 


1 . 1 
iucation peen 


Service 


up during the three vears 


the energetic work of the Field Secre- 


\lex Sim, from his headquarters in 


work of the service, 


oa “7 
Although the 


ld, has been largely carried 


on in the Eastern Townships, the Rad 
Forums were also organized in the C! 
guay-Huntingdon district and in the com 


of the Ottawa Valley. In the absence of 


Sim, on leave for four months, the Farm Rad 


1 
j 


Forum work in Quebec was carrie 


Gordon Adamson. The fact that Quel 
bi-lingual province is a limiting factor in 
English enterprise. Only in the three 
mentioned above is any considerable sectior 
English population to be found. Even he: 
the pr 

in the Farm Forum project were direct resu! 


are French-Canadian. Some of 
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of these aspects of Quebec. The bad road con- 
ditions in winter and the scattered English 
population tended to make large attendance and 
regular meetings very difficult. Adequate lead- 
ership for both recreation 
periods was often lacking. 


and discussion 


Promotion. The Farm Forums were built 
directly upon the work already done in the 
Eastern Townships by the Adult Education 
Service, through its community training-schools 
and the Community Clinic broadcasts. To- 
wards the end of the Community Schools 
in November, 1940, preparation was begun 
for the Farm Radio series. <A 
questionnaire circulated at the last meeting 
showed that 103 out of 114 farmers were in- 
These 
people, along with others, recruited through 
the local agronomes (i.e. agricultural represen- 
tatives), women’s 


Forum 


terested in forming listening groups. 


institutes, ministers, etc., 
were circularized with publicity material in- 
cluding a copy of the CBC leaflet which was 
ilso widely distributed to stores, post-offices, 
schools and libraries. Other methods of pub- 
licity were also used. 

In about six communities, special meetings 
lemonstrated to interested people in the district 
The pro- 


cramme of these Radio Institutes included the 


w the forums should operate. 


laying of a sample broadcast which had been 
pecially prepared by the CBC for this purpose, 
llowed by a model listening group. At most 
{ these, the attendance left much to be desired 
hich was also true of a leaders’ conference 
eld at At MacDonald College, 
wever, a very successful conference brought 

ut 20 


Lennoxville. 


farmers and from the 


ttawa Valley, and others from the Chateau- 
uay-Huntingdon district, to 


agronomes 


instruc- 
n in setting up Farm Radio Forums, 


In contrast to 


receive 
Ontario, no field organizers 
re given financial assistance to organize 
oups, with the exception of the Ottawa Val- 
where Lewis McKay held several Radio 
Institutes in a field trip. the 


roups there were as good, if not better, than 


The results of 


the Eastern Townships. Some of the local 


ronomes also did good work. 
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Special Promotion. 
increase the listening audience for two of the 


Etforts were made to 


broadcasts by contacting special interest groups. 
The Provincial Secretary of the Red Cross 
agreed to publicize the Health programme 
“You Can’t Afford to Be Sick”, through their 
own organizational channels. For the broad- 
cast on Education, “Learning Isn’t a Luxury”, 
an essay contest was arranged for pupils in 
rural schools and small towns, elementary and 
high schools. About 450 schools were circular- 
ized with the details of the contest and the CBC 
folder. Over 100 essays were received. 

It is interesting to note that this is the kind 
of “audience building” that Lazarsfeld stresses 
as being absolutely essential if radio is to be- 
come an effective instrument for the communi- 
cation of ideas. His argument is “that serious 
broadcasting consists of programme production 
and audience building: two parts of one whole 
problem”. 

“One of the strong influences on the success 
of serious broadcasts is the extent to which a 
programme ties in with special interests. . . ."” 
Obviously the special promotion used in Quebec 
in these cases was directed to groups who had 
special interests in the topics of Health and 
Education. In one sense, the whole Farm Radio 
Forum series was designed for a “special in- 


terest group’. 


Number of Forums. Thirteen registrations 
accompanied by a 50 cent fee per group were 
received before the broadcasts started and each 
week thereafter the total increased, 23—33—40, 
till finally by the end of the first month, 58 
These 
the Eastern 
Townships and the Ottawa Valley. The attend- 


registrations had been received. were 


about equaly divided between 
ance averaged about 10 persons each, bringing 
the total organized listening audience up to 
about 500 farmers. A total of 285 weekly re- 
ports were received, averaging 24 a week. In- 


ability to hold the groups together and maple 





1P, 95, Radio and Printed Page by Paul F 
Lazarsfeld; Duell, Sloan and Pearce, New York, 
An Introduction to the Study of Radio and Its Role 


ldcas 


n the Communication of 
2Tbid., p. 


106. 


sugar season were responsible for a decline in 
The 
numerically stronger groups, about half the 


total 


the number of reports towards the end. 
number, reported regularly and repre- 


sented about 375 farm people. 


Operation of Forums. A typical evening in 
a farm home or hall was similar to the pro- 
cedure followed in Ontario. The main differ- 
ence was that in Ontario larger forums were 
encouraged and the “Neighbour Night” tech- 
nique was used. This meant that a number of 
small groups were formed for discussion pur- 
poses out of the large meeting which then re- 
assembled to pool their findings. The forum 
also took on more of the characteristics of a 
social gathering under the Ontario plan of 
procedure. 

The summary of Forum Findings, instead of 
being broadcast in the five minute regional 
commentaries was included in a weekly News 
Letter for Quebec forums, edited by Gordon 
Adamson. Timely articles and leading ques- 
tions suggesting local activity were included in 
the newsletter. This was apparently the most 


(C) In the 


It was not until the first week in January 
that any definite moves were made to set up 
the necessary organization in the Maritimes. 
Neil Maritimes at this 
time and had discussions with officials in all 
three 


Morrison visited the 


provinces. A meeting was held in 
Moncton at which plans were worked out for 
the organization of the broadcasts and of listen- 
ing groups in the Maritimes. Instead of hav- 
ing one office for the region to be responsible 
for the organization of the project, it was con- 
sidered more feasible to have an office in each 
province through which promotional work 
would be done and study material distributed. 
The work was taken on as an additional respon- 
sibility by men who were already overburdened 
with other work. Plans were made for secur- 
ing speakers from each province in turn for the 
five-minute regional commentary in the broad- 
casts. The arrangements for these talks were 


supervised by Ralph Marven, CBC Maritime 


valuable material for the groups. As in On- 
tario weekly kits of mimeographed and printed 


material were mailed to each group from the 
regional office. In addition to the items in- 
cluded in Ontario considerable quantities of re- 
source material were included, such as govern- 
ment reports, and medical association pamphlets 
However the Quebec Secretary discovered in 
the that 
material was not used very extensively by mem 


course of his visits this resource 


A simply written, il 
booklet entitled The How of Radi 
Forums which explained in detail how to or- 


] 
11 
slid 


bers of the groups. 
trated 


ganize a Forum and conduct a discussion group 
was prepared and distributed to all groups 
The carefully prepared Forum Findings out 
line also helped to compensate for the inex- 
perience of the local group leaders. Assistance 
and encouragement was given to the Forums 
by careful follow-up work, both by correspon 
dence and by personal visits of the Quebe 
secretary. New contacts established in the con 
munity were also put in touch with the loca 
forum. 


Maritimes 


Farm Broadcast Commentator and Colin Groff 
of the Nova Scotia Department of Agricultur 


Promotion. 
Maritimes 


Publicity for the series in the 
distributed widely to farn 
people through agricultural societies, women’s 
institutes, f ; 


was 


and schoo! 


associations, study clubs, co-operatives, clergy 


farmer’s clubs, home 


men, etc. Extension workers and agricultural! 
representatives were also circularized and en 
couraged to organize groups. The organization 
of groups was hindered by the late hour of th 
broadcasts (10 p.m. A.S.T.) and the severe 
winter with its unusually heavy snowfall. The 
actual methods of organization and the results 
achieved differed in the three provinces 11 
accordance with differing conditions. It may 
be useful to look briefly at what happened in 
each province. 


New Brunswick. In New Brunswick tli 
Department of Agriculture, under the direction 
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of the Deputy Minister, J. K. King, acted as 


the provincial office. The work was under- 
taken by S. W. Keohan, Registrar of Credit 
Unions. Mr. Keohan reported on the work in 
New Brunswick as follows: 
“It was necessary to rely for the most part on 
tacts established through with 
Agricultural Representatives in English-speaking sec- 


correspondence 


yns of the Province. 

“Literature was sent out weekly during the series 

ten District Representatives, with the request that 

assist in organizing groups, as also to fourteen 
thers whom it was felt were potential leaders and 
who would endeavour to interest their neighbours 
und friends in the series. 

“Due to circumstances under which the work was 
undertaken, no attempt made to register the 
groups, nor were any questionnaires or further corre- 
spondence carried on, other than the despatching of 


was 


the summaries of talks and literature received and 
‘ing for occasional correspondence. A number of 
pamphlets were sent out weekly to twenty-four groups 
the Department free of charge. . . . I do know 


that a large number of people were interested in 


these broadcasts and we had a considerable listening 
iudience during the winter.” 


Nova Scotia. In this province, the Farm 
forum organizing work was directed by Dr. 
\W. V. Longley from the Extension Depart- 
ment of the Nova Scotia Department of Agri- 
culture in Truro, Thirty-five groups registered 
in Nova Scotia 
Regular weekly 


with a membership of 295. 
news letters were sent out, 
and Canadian Farm Problems pamphlets were 
also supplied to extension workers as well as 
groups. Dr. Longley makes some interesting 


observations about the work done in Nova 
Scotia : 

“It is of interest to note that most of the groups 
were located in the Eastern part of the province where 
e study club movement has been in existence; also 
note that 11 of the groups were in North Inverness 
County where William Lefort, Agricultural Repre- 
sentative at Grand Etang, definitely went out to or- 
groups. Contrast this though with a county in 

western part of the province where the Agricul- 
ral Representative circularized a large mailing list 
the county and endeavored to get groups started, 


ganize 


till did not have one active group, although some in- 
lividuals in the county listened in. 

“No field organizer was placed in the field, and 
work of organization attempted 


was largely 


hrough correspondence as well as over the CBC. No 
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doubt much more effective work could have been done 


provided we could have gone ahead with the plan of 
endeavoring to have organization meetings.” 

The importance of field organizational work 
was also stressed by Mr. Colin Groff, who said 
that the lack of it constituted the main weak- 
ness in the project there. He said that “some 
special attention will have to be given to this 
if the project is to be completely effective.” 

Prince Edward Island. The work in 
Prince Edward Island was undertaken by a 
committee of the Adult Educational League 
and directed by Dr. J. T. Croteau and Mr. 
W. A. Shaw, Deputy Minister of Agriculture. 
The Adult Education work on the Island is 
well-organized and co-ordinated and provides 
an excellent medium through which to interest 
the people in educational activities. In spite 
of the difficulties mentioned earlier, there were 
51 registered groups in P.E.I., with 574 listen- 
45 letters were received from individual 
A set of the Canadian Farm Prob- 
lems pamphlets was mailed to each group, but 


ers. 
listeners. 
no news letters. Towards the end of the series 
a questionnaire was sent out. 

The most interesting feature of the P.E.I. 
work was the presentation of their own pro- 
vincial discussion broadcast in connection with 
This fifteen-minute 
broadcast, heard over CFCY, Charlottetown, 
an hour earlier than the Farm Radio Forum, 


the network programme. 


was arranged by Dr. Croteau and Colonel 
Keith Rogers, owner of CFCY. In this pro- 
gramme the same or related rural problems as 
those presented on the Farm Radio Forum 
from Toronto were discussed by Island agri- 
cultural experts and farm leaders, in the light 
of local conditions. This provided an effective 
combination of local or regional views with 
the picture. This 
arrangement might well be experimented with 


further in other areas. 


more general national 


To give a more detailed idea of how the Farm 
Forum was received and used in one local, and 
rather isolated rural community in the Mari- 
times, we quote in full, a letter written to Dr. 






' Nelson MacDonald of 
Baddeck Forks, Cape Breton Island, N.S. Mr. 
MacDonald has been an active leader in the 
St. Francis Xavier adult 


Longley by Rev. J. D). 


education and co- 
operative movement for many years. 
“This 


leased with the 


state that | 


CBC Farm Radio Forum. 


is just a note to am more than 
I regret 
t was not on for an hour. The health discussion 
pamphlets justify the whole series. 

think the people appreciate it yet to the 
that 


becoming 


the group meets at our house every 


Tuesday evening is more and more en- 


thusiastic. In recent years, and especially since the 
there has not interest 


war, been the 


1 


same in study 
es as there was during the more difficult years, 
t I am in a position to express an opinion, I 
» that this broadcast is the solution. 
house, we study the previous night’s sub 


t from 8 to 9.30; then a wee ‘tasse de the’ and we 


1 1 


time tor the 


good, excellent 


Forum. In a word, it’s 
and more power to you 


he work.” 


One of the problems that arises in present- 
ing a series of this kind is that of coping with 
the different interests of 


conditions and 


iV. 


2,200 


weekly re the 


Ontario ane contained a 


the 
brief 


material about 


interesting 
situation. The following 
the findings in both Ontario and 


idea of the ideas ex- 


give some 


twelve topics 


by the forums about the 


discussed during the There was sub 


ntial agreement forums on most 
jor points. 
Unlike the 


sufficient 


farmer no longer 


mnt 
Mun 1es 


farm con 


the 


lays , few ol 


r people would want to return to the 


self 


sufficient methods of pioneer days. 
7 | 
ts from tl 


e forums remind us that agri- 
re has become an interdependent part of 
conomy. Farm people want to 

ing of the pioneer neighbour- 

for group effort and they 

Forums help in this. 
] 


But in an age 
nachinery and money they want their share. 


Farm people are not agreed on the answer 


FORUM FINDINGS 


different regions to say nothing of the prob- 
lem of time. One comment received from an 
agricultural representative in an eastern Nova 
Scotia county, for example, indicated one aspect 


of the problem clearly. 


“Too much emphasis placed upon the problems of 
commercial farming to the neglect of family or sub- 
sistence farming. In Nova Scotia the average farm 
has less than 30 acres of crop area. ... The broad- 
casts are excellent and would be even more effective 
if in the future more emphasis were laid upon family 


or self-sufficiency farming.” 

Two or three of the men closely connected with 
the Farm Radio Forum in the Maritimes this 
“From our 
standpoint the regional element seems to enter. 
The programme got more and more ‘Ontario’ as 
the series went on. 


past winter raised this question. 


I do not know if you could 
make them more general, or more universal.” 
It was suggested that consideration might be 
given to setting up the programme on a regional 
basis and arranging a series for the Maritimes 
originating in the Maritimes. 


ON FARM PROBLEMS 


to the question “Are There Too Many Farm 
ers’? Most think there are not too many as 
long as there are consumers who have 1 

sufficient foodstuffs. 
that 


Many are very posit 
too 
example, two comments were: 


there are not many farmers. | 


“Not too many farmers, but lack of organiza 
tion to control production” and “No, there ar 
not too farmers, but if we 


many expect 


win the war, we must get a square deal 
better prices.” 

When 
\bout 


imously of the opinion that farmers bear mort 


the “What 


the forums were almost unan 


faced with question 


Taxes ?” 


than their fair share of taxation, particularly 
in relation to their income. ... “In compari 

to his net profit, the farmer pays too much” 
Maritimes people stressed the importance otf 
farmers organizing to influence their govern 
ments against legislation placing unfair tax 
Most of them felt they 
local 


burdens on farmers. 


vet returns for their direct municipal 


taxes which, on the whole, are fair enough, but 
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they considered indirect taxes as being in- 
equitable and a greater problem. However, 
there were also some complaints and sug- 
gestions for improving the system of local 
taxation. There was general complaint that 
the farmer could not pass on his taxes as could 
many other groups, particularly manufacturers. 
“We have no bargaining power and we are 
large consumers”. 

In dealing with farm debt, it is reported 
that in 15 counties of Quebec, 65 per cent 
of the farms carry mortgages. 98 per cent 
of the Forums in Ontario said that farmers 
could not pay off 
present level of farm incomes. 


have some 


their 
Unlless we 
long-term, 


their mortgages at 


means such as low- 
interest loans whereby young people can buy 
farms, the land will continue to pass out of the 
hands of the pioneer farm families. As yet, 
most farm people are not well acquainted with 
the possibilities of short term loans through 
credit unions. The success in Quebec and the 
Maritimes with this form of short term credit 
is stimulating study by many communities 


1 
} 
I 


vhich have no such service. 


\"\ 


It was felt “such 
would be of great value” and “would help 
materially”. 

No subject in the series provoked more 
interest than did health services. With farm 
and families overworked, 
there is the perpetual fear of a serious illness 
or accident. 


incomes low farm 


that such 
impair the 


financial position of over 95 per cent of farm 
families. 


Ontario Forums say 


atl occurrence would seriously 
The farm people were not very clear 
on how to proceed. But there is a 
opinion in favour of some kind of security 
through health Eastern 
Canada are looking with great interest at the 
municipal doctor systems of Saskatchewan and 
\lberta. They are intent on further study and 
action on this subject. 


strong 


service. Farms in 


One Quebec forum re- 
ported that “we would suggest the municipal 
doctor system and establish hospitalization 


service, also medical and dental inspection in 
schools should be available.” 


In regard to education Forums feel that the 


planning of our school system has taken little 
ccount of 


the special needs of rural children. 
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The High School leads invariably from the 
farm to the city. The majority of the Forums 
in Ontario favoured larger units of adminis- 
tration for rural public schools; some were 
strongly opposed. There was a good deal of 
commendation for Home and School clubs from 
rural Quebec. Emphasis was also placed on 
the desirability for more adult education in 
various forms—folk schools, community leader 
ship-training schools, study clubs and con- 
tinued farm radio forums. Learning isn’t a 
luxury to farmers these days—it’s a necessity. 

On the discussion of farm machinery there 
was general agreement that proper maintenance 
or replacement is out of the question at present 
prices. Farmers cannot see why, for instance, 
it should take twice as much wheat to buy a 
binder as it did thirty years ago. It is felt 
that some means has to be devised of making 
better use of the new large-scale machinery 
than is possible by individual ownership on 
small farms. Some felt that the Government 
should set the price of machinery as it does the 
price of butter; others looked to co-operative 
purchasing as a possibility of effecting earnings 
or savings. In addition to purchasing supplies 
on a more favourable basis, there was general 
agreement that farmers could cut costs them- 
selves by further improvement of production 
methods. More business-like management with 
adequate bookkeeping was a favourite objec- 
tive. Well proven means of better farming 
listed were: good livestock, clean seed, soil 
testing, conservation of manure, care of machin- 
ery, pasture planning, fertilizer, and control of 
pests. But the limitations of raising the average 
farmer’s income by improved methods are 
clearly recognized. 

In 1913 the farmer in selling his produce 
received 55 per cent of the consumer's dollar 
(the Royal Commission on Price Spreads) ; 
in 1930 he only received 39 per cent. Naturally 
he wants to cut down the spread. 


There is 
general disapproval of excessive duplication and 
profits in the system of distribution. The 
people look to organized marketing to build a 
more efficient system. There is general appre- 
ciation of the value of grading of farm products. 
There is a disposition to use the experience 


gained in some commodities for application to 
others. 

On the general question of whether there is 
general over-production of farm produce two 
(uebec forums made the following comments: 

“If consumption of farm products could be 
increased, the farmers could afford to buy 
and therefore 
give more work to the unemployed who would 
We think that 
this might avoid the difficulty of over-produc- 
tion to a large extent.” 


more manufactured products 


then buy more farm products. 
“We do not believe that there has been an 


We 
an under-consumption problem which it seems 


over-production. believe there has been 
could be overcome by all working classes re- 


And 


ceiving fair wages, steady employment. 
also by means of a co-operative market system. 

Many farmers feel that government must 
accept increasing responsibility for farm con- 


ditions. Insofar as it is possible, producers 
want to deal with their own marketing prob- 
lems. Control should be exercised by the farm- 
ers organizations through the government. It 
it no more than fair that the farmers have a 
say in their own affairs. But one big require- 


ment is legislation to enable them to organize 


this business. A natural products marketing 


act of an all-inclusive character on a national 
scale seems to be needed to meet the compli- 
cated and _ inter-related 
marketing. 


problems of farn 
Forum reports indicate a keen interest 
the present time in an organization of farmers 
such as the Federation of Agriculture. They 
want this Federation to promote discussion 
farm problems, to provide information, to influ 
ence governments, to 


encourage marketi: 


schemes and counties 


Ontario where Federation activity has bee: 


co-operatives. In 


most extensive the people want to partici; 
actively as members of a movement. In ma: 
other sections they express interest in furthe: 
information. There is almost complete wna: 
imity that the Federation should keep clear « 
direct political action at the present time. 

“The control in agriculture should be vest 
in the producer, because the producer is 1] 
one vitally interested and the producer (11 
organization of course) is the one who can meet 
changing agricultural conditions the quick« 
The organization must be national and 
political.” 


V. EVALUATION 


1. Motives. The main motive for leader- 
ship in the forums was the hope of laying a 
foundation for action to be taken very soon to 
improve the economic and social conditions of 


the farm people. Very few were interested in 


the forums as education for education’s sake. 


In fact, the success of the broadcasts may be 
attributed in large measure to the fact that they 
dealt so realistically and in such practical terms 
with some of the most pressing problems of 
farm life 


to-day. The people met with the 


object of planning to do jobs to improve the 


condition of agriculture. To do that they real- 


ized they had to study and think together. 
However, there is another aspect that should 


not be overlooked. The social aspect of the 


forums—games, singing, lunch, merely friendly 
chatting—was a big factor in attendance and 


contributed to the value people attached to 


the forums. Because of the specified time 


listening and discussion and the feeling 
responsibility to deal with the subject, to se: 
in reports and have a forum worthy of prid 
and because of the interest in the subjects 
social activities did not detract from the int 
lectual. On the contrary, one of the significant 
developments observed in the functioning 
the Farm Forums was the way in which 
social and educational aspects of the work suj 
plemented one another. This seems to be quit 
an important principle for the development 
rural adult education work. 


2. Reactions to the Broadcasts. J//i 


broadcasts with almost 


Comments, 


were received unan 


imous approval. letters and r 


from were 


enthusiastic and favourable. 


ports groups generally ver) 


One of the best 
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appraisals of the effectiveness of the Farm 
Radio Forum broadcasts by a person competent 
to judge, was contained in a letter written by 
the Minister of Agriculture for Nova Scotia, 
the Honorable John A. MacDonald, to Major 
\V. E. Gladstone Murray, General Manager of 
the C.B.C., on April 24th. Mr. MacDonald 
wrote: 

“The subjects dealt with by the broadcasts covered 


} 
r 
U1 


the broad, fundamental problems of farming and rural 
The method of presentation, to my mind, was 
ry effective, and I think most of our men felt the 
me way. The material used, and its preparation, 
made it quite evident that those responsible had an 


ntimate knowledge of the subjects discussed, com- 
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with a broad outlook. ... 


d 
“T feel sure that it has been a gr 


ne 
eat help to our 
iral people in stimulating serious thought concerning 
heir problems, and bringing them to a better under- 
tanding of what these problems are.” 

Naturally there were criticisms and un- 
favourable reactions on the part of some listen- 
ers. About one per cent of the comments re- 
ceived in Ontario made strong adverse critic- 
ism of the series. The main complaints were: 
(i) an impression created by the broadcasts 
that farm people do not use good English (in 
many cases this was probably due to distortion 
caused by poor receiving sets or sets not prop- 
erly tuned; (ii) there was not enough definite 
material pointing the way to positive farmer 
action; (iii) that time devoted to dramatization 
would be spent better on talks by farm leaders 
ind experts. These were also the main critic- 
isms expressed by listeners in the Maritimes 
and Quebec. The last criticism certainly did 
not represent the opinion of the majority. 


3. Radio as an Instrument for Educa- 
tion. In his recent stimulating book, Radio and 
the Printed Page, based on the findings of the 
Office of New York, Dr. 
conducted a thorough 
xamination into the potentialities of radio as 


Radio Research in 
Paul Lazarsfeld has 
1 new means for the communication of serious 
ileas. In particular he examines the relation- 
ship of radio and print, basing his investiga- 
tions on the accepted idea of “reading as the 
inescapably necessary supplement” to all other 
media of communication. In his introduction 


he states that “the question may be formulated 
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something like this: to what extent has radio 
increased, or can radio increase, the scope of 
serious responses beyond the scope so far 
achieved by print? . . . Do we find that people 
who are not likely to read ‘for information’, 
and who are not in touch with serious subjects 
through the medium of print, listen to ‘serious’ 
programmes? ‘The question so put is an acid 
test of radio’s capacity as a new means for the 
communication of ideas.” The evidence avail- 
able from all sides indicates conclusively that 
so far as the Farm Radio Forum was concerned 
the answer to that “acid test” is “Yes”. People 
who were ordinarily not likely to read serious 
printed subject-matter did listen to the broad- 
casts and take an active part in the discussions. 
And furthermore they said that the programme 
had stimulated them to think, given them new 
information, and increased their interest in the 
subjects. In both Ontario and Quebec ques- 
tionnaires concerning the broadcasts themselves 
were mailed to the groups. In Quebec: ‘In 
answer to our question, ‘Do you think that the 
radio programme stimulates discussion better 
than a talk or report given by some member of 
your group?’ nearly all the groups reported 
in the affirmative. Typical comments were: 
‘It gives us the facts of the discussion making 
it easier’ t condensed and kept it more 
to the point.’’ 

Three questions were asked in Ontario about 
the effect of the broadcasts. The forums were 
asked to record the opinions of the members 
in reply to the questions. The results of the 
questionnaires returned were as follows: 

(a) Do you think the Farm Radio Forum 
has been of benefit to farmers? 

Answered: Yes—1,751 
No— 38 
Doubtful— 10 

(b) Have the broadcasts given you informa- 
tion you didn’t have before? 
Yes—1,719 
No— 37 

Doubtful— 16 

(c) Have the broadcasts increased interest 

in the subjects discussed ? 
Answered: Yes—1,821 
No— 5 


Answered: 





25 forums replied “100% Yes” to all three 


questions but did not give definite numbers. 


Two forums were indefinite or divided in 


opinion without giving figures. 


Another indication of how effective the 


broadcasts were in stimulating thought and 
discussion about serious subjects is contained 
in this quotation from a letter from Fergus, 
yt. : 

“We have enjoyed the 


winter’s programme of 


broadcasts but we do feel we need the leadership of 
On account of the 
} 


broadcast last Tuesday night, a number of us 


broadcast for our discussions. 


Ca©&riy 


difference and dragginess of the 


missed it and the 
three of the 
The 
of us drove about three miles every Tuesday 
to the homes of 


discussion was quite noticeable. Only 


mes represented in our forum had radios. 
those who were our hosts so 
can understand that we were Most 


broadcast and that night was 


interested. 
us only missed one 
of the worst storms ever witnessed in the district. 
Personally, I feel the dramatizing of the broadcast 
the most effective and most interestin; I 


+! 
g to 


if 


greatest number.” 


Mr. Walter Shaw, 
Agriculture for P.E.L., 


Deputy Minister of 


wrote as follows on 
the question of the value of radio as an edu- 
cational technique: “Personally, I feel that the 
radio, with support, provides an outstanding 
medium to adult 


winter, such as we have experienced, in this 


promote education. In a 
Province, involving heavy snowfall and poor 
travelling conditions, it was almost impossible 
to successfully conduct meetings arranged by 
Departments of Agriculture and other organi- 
zations throughout the districts. A 


recognized and attractive programme promoted 


rural 


over the air, however, contacts hundreds or 
and 
develops an intensity of interest that cannot 
I [ do not think 
that the radio alone is capable of completing 


the 


the programme, but it may become the central 


perhaps thousands of farm listeners, 


ve secured in any other way. 


principle of promotional work. In addition, it 
is very vital that personal contacts be made, 
and sufficient material supplied in order to pro- 
duce best results. The weakness of the radio 
is involved in the fact that alone the radio can- 
not develop the necessary interest and enthu- 


siasm. This must be done through a proper 


build-up, by other means, so that the Listening 
Groups and individual rural residents may fee! 
the effect of the radio programme, as soon as it 
is initiated. In cases where proper develop- 
ment has taken place, the social and educational! 
values of the radio programme has been most 
pronounced. I feel that there is possible, 
tremendous development in this field, in pri 
moting the social, educational, and economi 
interests of the farm people.’ 


Leonard Harman, in evaluating the effective- 
ness of the radio as an educational instrument 
wrote: 


“IT have been trying to organize discussion 
groups among farm people for several years 
Now with the radio, the work is really success- 
ful. Radio is a powerful instrument. Of 
course it is only one of the essential factors 
[I would not speak of weaknesses—rather of 
desirable supplementary services. I 


“WOO RCT 
sugyge 


some of these are: 


Provincial guidance, with 


in 


specific sug 
gestions ; 


Leaders and leadership training for th 
communities ; 


Field organizers in the counties; 


Popular but informative material in far 
journals or papers going into homes of all 
people in Forums regularly ; 


Background factual material, printed or 
g p 
mimeographed for the leaders ; 


Library service in the counties; 


Staff to answer some special questions 
from Forums with facts and provocative 


suggestions ; 


Agencies prepared to assist the people 1 
some action to follow study on these ques- 
tions—e.g. health services, co-operatives 
marketing schemes, larger units of school 
administration, cred.t 


county libraries, 


unions, etc. 


“One may not minimize the efforts through 


the years of various organizations which have 
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tempted to carry on adult education. All the the proportions of mass appeal. While these 
ople who carried the greatest responsibility people with experience and many communities 
the project of organizing and guiding the with a long history of meetings played a very 
rums have been trying to do this kind of important part, it was proven also that given 
ing for years without the benefit of the radio proper organization, areas with very little of 


impetus of a big programme which assumed — this experience could prove successtul.” 







FARMERS’ RADIO FORUMS 
Number 4 WHAT ABOUT TAXES? Fektruary 11th, 1941 


tandard Time . . . 
8.00 PWM. ceorcoesseserssere Fifteen to thirty people meet in a local home for the evening. Recreation 
leader conducts community singing. 





















BBD PGB. cciescomeisasoins Quizz is arranged with each person present endeavouring to be first to 
answer. House games. (See recreation sheet enclosed. ) 






BSD PG, <cccininnimiinnen Secretary of Forum gives a five-minute talk outlining the procedure tor 
the evening very briefly and announcing the three questions which will 
be discussed in the groups. 

BSD GN, semanas Radio is tuned properly in preparation for the Forum broadcast and 


then turned low. Listeners are seated comfortably and not too far from 
the radio. 

















OE PE: .cscaiiidecnmicn Radio is turned up for the programme. Meeting listens to the radio 
discussion and to news and views of Radio Forums throughout Ontario. 
DO GAM... snadcmeniniociies Radio is turned off entirely, A talk on taxation, not exceeding 20 


minutes, is given, preferably by a member of the local municipal council 
or by a person who has held municipal office, Arrangements for the 
person to do this should have been decided at the Forum the previous 
week. 

Ve RL. ‘nssnesiinadiinicinin Secretary forms the meeting into small groups of not less than five 
people and not more than eight for discussion of the three questions of 
which each group is given a written copy prepared in advance. The 
Secretary takes one minute to have each group choose a leader and 
secretary for the discussion. Groups spend ten minutes discussing each 
question, with the group secretaries taking notes. 

(Juestions : 


1. Do farmers pay more than their share of taxes? 


2. Why do great numbers of farmers find it difficult to pay, by way of 


taxes, for public services which science and invention have made 
possible ? 







3. Can we pay off our mortgages? 

CEP i: incsnceniceis Secretary reassembles groups in general meeting. A period not exceed 
ing half an hour is spent having the meeting answer some of the questions 
on pages one and two of the Canadian Farm Problems pamphlet no. 5, 
“Can We Improve Our Taxation System?” 









MSF QR serennicmientanis Secretary conducts a forum on the findings of the groups on the three 
questions as reported by the group secretaries. Secretary has someone 
take notes on the findings of the Forum. Arrangements are made to 
hold another Forum next week. 

UO Pu. crccccccsssscosees Official adjournment. Light lunch may be served. 







Before leaving the meeting the Forum Secretary fills out the report form 
to be mailed promptly to: Ontario Secretary, Farmers’ Radio Forum, 
28 Duke St., Toronto. 
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CANADIAN ASSOCIATION FOR ADULT EDUCATION 


HE Canadian Association for Adult Education was organized in 1935 with the 

following purposes: (a) To serve as a clearing-house for adult education in 
Canada; (b) to develop interest by means of publications, radio and conferences ; 
(c) to suggest methods and to improve the work in adult education; (d) to pro- 
vide for study and research; (¢) to undertake experiments and demonstrations ; 
(f) to advise grant-giving bodies, educational trusts, and private donors, regarding 
the status of any organization that applies for a grant. The Association is a 
national organization with fifty affiliated educational bodies; universities, depart- 
ments of education and voluntary institutions. The Association derives its sup- 
port from grants in aid, and membership fees. The membership fee is $2.00 per 
annum for individuals, and $10.00 per annum for affiliated societies. The Executive 
Committee, which is responsible for the publication of this magazine, consists of the 


follow ing . 


President—Dk. SipNEY SMITH (Winnipeg). 
Immediate Past President—Dr. GeorGes BoucHArD (Ottawa). 
Chairman of the Executive Committee—Dr. S. F. Maine (London). 


Vice-Presidents—Mr. B. O. Fitteau (Quebec) ; 
A. B. MacDonatp (Antigonish) ; 


Dr. G. M. Surum ( Vancouver). 
Treasurer—F. C. Autp (Toronto). 
Secretary—R. E. G. Davis (Toronto). 


DoNALD CAMERON (Edmonton); Rev. FATHER ANTOINE D’ ESCHAMBAULT 


(St. Boniface); W. J. Duntor (Toronto); Dr. FLetcHer PEAcocK 


» 


(Fredericton); R. M. Winter (Kingston). 
Director—E. A. Corsetr. 


Editor—R. S. LAMBERT. 


Headquarters: 198 CoLLEGE STREET, TORONTO, CANADA. 
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